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Introduction and Background

Discussion
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the ICA webinar, a question was raised regarding the availability of application programming interface (API) capability for the ICA online maps. The IOUs mentioned the capability is not available. In the following Working Group meeting, CALSEIA identified this as a priority item and the IOUs expressed willingness to work with the stakeholders to develop the capability. Subsequently, a conference call was held with the IOUs and select users of the ICA online maps to discuss the request for developing the API capability.  The API capability would allow users to programmatically collect the data presented in the ICA online maps. Example of data includes but is not limited to: location of circuits, existing and projected load profiles of circuits, distributed energy resource hosting capacity, etc. The preferred method for API development would be for IOUs to follow the ESRI ArcGIS built-in capabilities as shown on: https://developers.arcgis.com/python/.    

Currently, the ICA online maps require a user either to search for each specific location on the map and point and click to extract relevant information or to type in an address. It is not feasible to do this for some applications of assessing opportunities for deploying high volume of DERs on multiple circuits that require many potential interconnection locations to be assessed. The API capability would allow a user to programmatically extract this information from the ICA online maps back-end servers in bulk which will save time and resources and make more robust use of the ICA possible.

APIs are a set of protocols and routines that enable users to draw data that is available via a website directly into another software application and tools. DER developers have tools and software that model DER design and economics. An API would enable users to work within their own design tools and draw on the ICA data. If they are forced to manually search each location by address and copy and paste data into their design tools, it will greatly limit the ways in which ICA can be used.

PG&E stated potential privacy and security issues may prevent them from developing an API capability. SCE has API functionality in its ICA map but has chosen not to make it available to users.
Conclusion and Next Steps
· The Commission should decide whether security or privacy concerns warrant prohibition of API functionality for the ICA. The Commission could decide that some types of information should be made available and other types should not.
