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Comments 
In response to comments from non-utility parties on smart inverter functionality, the IOUs submitted comments to the Working Group on September 29.[footnoteRef:1] In those comments, the IOUs seemed to back away from their earlier proposal for extensive new studies on potential changes to the Volt/Var curve. Instead, they stated “the system modeling tools used to calculate the ICA must be updated to effectively and efficiently incorporate the Smart Inverter function to the ICA automated algorithms.” We agree this is the work to be done and that reactive power priority should be assumed for the smart inverter functionality. [1:  The IOU document was dated August 29, which was presumably a typo.] 


In the response document, the IOUs offer three bullet points as steps forward: 
1. Perform more detail analysis to determine how the tools should be updated to performed an automated ICA process.
2. Work with modeling tool vendors to incorporate the required functions.
3. Update ICA with Smart Inverter ICA values when the volt/var functions has been incorporated in the modeling tools ICA modules.

We agree with the second and third points, but the first point is still a vague statement about the need for more study: “Perform more detail analysis to determine how the tools should be updated to perform an automated ICA process.” In absence of clarity on what this analysis would entail and when it would be completed, the IOUs should simply be working with the software vendors to incorporate smart inverter functionality and use it in the ICA calculations. If there is a problem getting the modeling tools to converge on a solution when smart inverters are enabled, it can be addressed by the IOUs and the software vendors working together to refine the tools.

While we are not opposed to the IOUs doing ongoing internal research and analysis as they roll out the ICA, we believe that it is essential that the smart inverter functionality being deployed in California be included in the ICA. Without its inclusion the ICA results will be inaccurate and likely under-calculate available capacity. 


 
