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Summary of Recommendations
The IOUs have proposed a set of modifications to the spreadsheet tool to enable multiple DER projects to meet a single need.  The IOUs recommend implementation of these modifications.

Introduction and Background
The Current LNBA tool allows modeling of only a single DER profile.  As noted in the MTS scoping document, “After review of the final Demo B projects, the WG was in consensus that the LNBA tool should be refined to support benefit analysis of a portfolio of projects at numerous nodes.” 

The ACR setting the scope of the long-term refinement topics includes the following:  “Improve heat map and spreadsheet tool by: …; ii) enabling modeling of a portfolio of DER projects at numerous nodes to respond to a single grid need”.

At the first long term refinement LNBA working group (WG) meeting held on 7/7/17 the joint IOUs presented to the WG alterations to the LNBA spreadsheet tool to address long term refinement items 2i and 2ii from the LNBA WG long term refinement report as identified in the Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling dated 06/07/2017. 

Discussion

The proposed alterations included the following: 

1. In accordance with the 2.ii refinement, revise the tool to enable multiple DERs of different types and in different down-stream locations to be aggregated such that they can be modeled as solutions to a single need by adding several more columns to the “User input DER Profile Section” on the DER Dashboard tab to allow the user to input several additional and separate DERs profiles/locations. 

This will allow DER providers to create the DER portfolio that is appropriate for their project or customer needs.

2. Create user dropdowns above each one of these columns to allow the user to select a predefined 8760 hour DER profile from a new DER profile library to populate the column. 

As noted above, with the creation of a library of profiles, the DER provider may not have to manually input a DER profile to perform analysis on their project.

3. Each column will also have a cell dedicated to scaling the profile. The scaling cell will simply be a numeric value which will be used to multiply the base profile by in order to scale up or down the resource. 

By normalizing the profile to 1kW and providing a scaling factor, the tool will allow for any size DER to be analyzed.  

4. Have the new columns aggregate into the one existing DER profile column on the DER Dashboard tab to analyze overall financial impact of all DERs combined.

By having the tool combine and calculate the DER profiles, the DER provider is relieved of the need to do their own analysis.  This can enable multiple DER providers to combine DERs of multiple technologies and down-stream locations to respond to a distribution need, creating new and innovative solutions to provide distribution services. 

Conclusion and Next Steps
The IOUs believe the proposed alterations to the tool meet the requirements set forth in ACR.  The greater LNBA working group had an opportunity to comment on the IOU proposal in the July 7th meeting. There seemed to be consensus among the WG that the IOUs proposal would be appropriate and meet the requirements of the ACR.  The IOUs therefore recommend the above recommendations be implemented into the tool.

