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Summary of Recommendations
· Maintain current ICA calculation methods
· Maintain current methods for integrating existing DERs within the ICA

Introduction and Background
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the ICA Working Group (WG) formed for Demo A, some stakeholders expressed desire for the ICA to reflect the effect of load modifying resources (LMR).  The final WG report included this item as a non-consensus item and stated that all DERs are load modifying resources.  With this in mind, the ICA WG long term scoping document rescoped this item to include probabilistic modeling approaches and LMR impact on key indicators and historical and forecast load profiles.

Discussion
ICA as an interconnection and planning tool is intended to provide DER developers the hosting capacity at each electrical node that will not result in distribution upgrades.  With this value, the developer can enter the interconnection queue and have a reasonable amount of certainty that an upgrade will not be triggered if the project is below the ICA limits.  

A probabilistic approach to ICA would determine the limits for each criterion based on a range of values for load and DER.   The calculated ICA limits would then also be a range, and not provide the certainty required for the interconnection study process.  Upon submitting an interconnection application, a DER project would then trigger a study by the IOUs, which would run counter to the goals of the ICA, which is to streamline the interconnection process.  Further, depending on how the study is performed, upgrades may be identified for the project even if it is sized within the identified ICA range.  For these reasons, the IOUs propose to maintain the current ICA method, which provides more certainty within the interconnection study process.

In addition to probabilistic approaches, stakeholders expressed concern that existing DERs are not added into the load profiles that are used within the ICA.  Without including the impact of existing DERs, the thought is that the ICA may overestimate the available capacity.  At the September 19th ICA WG meeting, the IOUs explained that the load profiles used within the ICA are inclusive of both the existing load and DER installed on the distribution system.  in this manner, the impact of existing DERs is already accounted for when calculating the ICA limits.

Conclusion and Next Steps
· Probabilistic ICA calculations can degrade the usefulness of the ICA for interconnection and planning
· The ICA currently reflects the effects of LMR in the existing load curves which are then used in forecasting.
· No modifications are necessary to incorporate LMR
